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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)
17 goals, 169 targets, several indicators per target

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org

Adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for peace and 
prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


https://www.ipbes.net/

25%: average proportion of species threatened with extinction across terrestrial, 
freshwater and marine species that have been studied in sufficient detail >33%: world’s land surface (and +/-75% of 

freshwater resources) devoted to crop or 

livestock production

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES)

<1%: total land used for mining, but the industry has significant negative impacts on biodiversity, water quality and 

human health

>2,500: conflicts over fossil fuels, water, food and land 

currently occurring worldwide

40%: of the global population lacks access to clean and 

safe drinking water

>80%: global wastewater discharged untreated into the 

environment

……’current negative trends in biodiversity and ecosystems will undermine 

progress towards 35 out of 44 of the assessed targets related to poverty, hunger, 

health, water, cities, climate, oceans, and land’.



Source :IPBES 



IPBES 2019 Global Assessment Report  Summary for Policy Makers



UN World Water Development Reports

https://cris.unu.edu/unu-cris-side-events-un-2023-

water-conference



Literature and Global Reports on NBS increasing reflecting 
on urban ecosystems, including the  UN World Water 
Development Reports

https://www.unwater.org/public

ations/un-world-water-

development-report-2021/

• The Role of Constructed Wetlands 

in Creating Water Sensitive Cities

• An Investment Strategy for 

Reducing Disaster Risks and Coastal 

Pollution Using Nature Based 

Solutions





2021-2030

Emerging Pathways to Building Resilience ( Ecological, Climate, 
Socioeconomic)  at Global and Regional Levels
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https://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-

mechanism/our-work/gl/tfbp/en/

https://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/our-work/gl/tfbp/en/
https://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-mechanism/our-work/gl/tfbp/en/






https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/



KEY AREAS FOR CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT for NBS and Restoration Towards Building Climate Resleicen
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• Ten principles for ecosystem restoration
• Stock-taking of existing SoPs
• Targeted consultations

• Gaps identified through capacity needs assessment
• Stock-taking of knowledge products and capacity development 

initiatives
• Targeted consultations

• Template for systematic collection of good practices aligned with 
ten principles for ER

• Practices hosted on FERM
• Link with practices collected by other allied platforms (Panorama 

Solutions, WOCAT and GoProFor)
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http://restoreyourcommunity.org/



/

https://life-peat-restore.eu/en/project/poland/










NBS offers innovative thinking to move beyond business-as-usual towards addressing a variety of

water challenges and delivering additional ecological and socio-economic benefits- covering

many aspects of sustainable development.



Nature-based Solutions for Disaster and Climate Resilience

 Open now until August, 2023

 Audience: Open to all

 Youth and educators

 Practitioners

 Policy makers

 Engineers & urban planners

 Businesses & private sector

 Receive a UN certificate upon competition

 Explore 6 hours of self-paced learning 
materials in 8 languages

 Exclusive interviews with world leaders

 Join a growing community of practice!

Register Now: 

WWW.PEDRR.ORG/MOOC



UNU Taking the Lead on Building Community Resilience Reflecting on 
the Role of NBS

https://cris.unu.edu/building-climate-resilience-

lessons-2021-floods-western-europe



Bluebelts are ecologically rich and cost-effective drainage systems that naturally handle the runoff precipitation that 

falls on our streets and sidewalks. Originally implemented in Staten Island, the program preserves natural drainage 

corridors including streams, ponds, and wetlands, and enhances them to perform their functions of conveying, 

storing, and filtering runoff precipitation or stormwater. 

An excellent mechanism for reducing urban flooding and improving the health of local waterways, Bluebelts also 

provides open green space for their communities and diverse habitat for wildlife since they are not constricted by 

closed pipes or underground infrastructure like traditional storm sewers. As New York City prepares for rising sea 

levels and heavier rains due to climate change, Bluebelts offers a natural and effective solution for stable and sound 

stormwater management.

Learning from Best Practices Globally









Map distribution of urban NBS projects by country, coloured from a few 
projects (light blue) to many (dark blue). Countries in light grey had no 
reported urban NBS projects. Source: Goodwin et al. (2023). Credit: Springer 
Nature Limited.

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-022-01036-x


https://edition.pagesuite-
professional.co.uk/html5/reader/product
ion/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=efdf6
aa1-81e0-4b29-b8d7-e08945023de5

UN75: Sustainable Engineering in 
Action, was launched by the Institution 
of Civil Engineers (ICE UK) on 16 
November 2020.

https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=efdf6aa1-81e0-4b29-b8d7-e08945023de5
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=efdf6aa1-81e0-4b29-b8d7-e08945023de5
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=efdf6aa1-81e0-4b29-b8d7-e08945023de5
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=efdf6aa1-81e0-4b29-b8d7-e08945023de5


NbS approaches specifically for climate change adaptation 
across 216 urban interventions and 130 cities worldwide

How NBS are designed? Socially Just Outcomes?

The heart of the controversy 
around this term goes way beyond 
the words alone, though. Critics of 
the term NBS question why it has 
replaced “ecosystem-based 
approaches”, when the latter term 
was already formally defined (pdf) 
under UN processes more than a 
decade ago.

https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-how-can-

nature-based-solutions-help-cities-achieve-their-

climate-goals/

https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-41-en.pdf




https://www.ser.org/news/642622/Misconceptions-about-the-

Nature-Restoration-Law-debunked-by-the-SER-Europe-Legal-

Working-Group.htm



Explains how disciplinary 
scholars perceive NBS and 
explore differences in 
strategies and priorities 
while implementing NBS 
within communities. The 
results of the survey offer 
lessons about opportunities 
and possible challenges of 
interdisciplinary 
collaborations when 
implementing NBS.



Nature-based Solutions for Disaster and Climate Resilience

 Open now until August, 2023

 Audience: Open to all

 Youth and educators

 Practitioners

 Policy makers

 Engineers & urban planners

 Businesses & private sector

 Receive a UN certificate upon competition

 Explore 6 hours of self-paced learning 
materials in 8 languages

 Exclusive interviews with world leaders

 Join a growing community of practice!

Register Now: 

WWW.PEDRR.ORG/MOOC
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