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What are nature-based solutions?



With nature, for nature and us



• NBS = “no-regret” measures (independent of climate scenarios) on a 
larger scale to increase climate resilience and contribute to multiple Green 
Deal objectives

• NBS =  essential for sustaining healthy water, oceans and soils. They must 
play a bigger role in land-use management and infrastructure planning 

• Europe needs to leverage more investments in nature-based solutions to 
generate gains for adaptation, mitigation, disaster risk reduction, 
biodiversity, and health. 

NBS, Climate adaptation and resilience
A climate-resilient European Union in line with EU Green Deal and green transformation

Achieving a climate-resilient society in a just and fair way by 2050



Nature-Based 
Solutions

Circular 
Economy 
practices

Bioeconomy
practices

‘’A nature positive economy is one in which businesses, governments 

and others, take action at scale to reduce and remove the drivers and 

pressures fuelling the degradation of nature, and work to actively 

improve the state of nature and the ecosystem services it provides.’’

University of Cambridge, Institute for Sustainability Leadership

Nature Positive 
Economy

Contributions from 17 NBS projects and Authors: 

Siobhan McQuaid, Esmee Kooijman, Daniela Rizzi, Thomas Andersson, Joanne Schanté
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:b828d165-1c22-

11ea-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1.0002.02/DOC_1&format=PDF

European Green Deal

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:b828d165-1c22-11ea-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1.0002.02/DOC_1&format=PDF


https://networknature.eu/proposed-eu-nature-restoration-law-key-green-future

What does the this mean for cities?



What does the EU Soil Strategy imply 
for cities?

“It has been estimated that about 60 to 70% of soils in the EU are not healthy”

“Sets out a framework and concrete measures for protecting, restoring and

sustainably using soils and that mobilises the necessary societal engagement and

financial resources, shared knowledge, sustainable practices and monitoring to reach

common objectives”

“By 2050, all EU soil ecosystems are in healthy condition and are thus more resilient,

which will require very decisive changes in this decade. This new vision for soil is

anchored in the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030 and the Climate Adaptation

Strategy”

“Soil Health Law legislative proposal by 2023”
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NetworkNature will expand the 
NBS community and provide 
support in implementing and 
amplifying nature-based solutions





NBS Hubs - in Europe and beyond!



Location: Outside / In Europe



• Over 430 resources on NBS

• Over 500 case studies on NBS



Factsheets

General public

practitionersPractitioners, 

infrastructure planners, 

developers



Knowledge briefs

policymakers

Practitioners, 

policymakers



NbS Knowledge gaps



NbS knowledge database



NetworkNature Policy Package

Educators, policymakers, 

researchers, practitioners

Local and regional 

policymakers, 

practitioners



NetworkNature Practitioners’ Package

Practitioners, landscape 

managers, policy makers





Contents of the Business Package

1. What are nature-based solutions and nature-based enterprises?

Clarifies the NBS and NBE concepts

2. Examples of successful nature-based enterprises

Inspiring stories of NBE which made their way through

3. Nature-based solutions as a business opportunity

Depicts an overview of key figures and trends

4. Business models for nature-based solutions

Three business models canvases especially adapted for NBS

5. What next? Where to start?

Policy and legislation, networking platforms, funding and investment opportunities



www.networknature.eu

Urban Greening Plan
Guidance, toolkit, and platform

1. How was it developed?
2. What is in it?
3. How can cities use it?

© City of Edinburgh 
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www.networknature.eu

City Consultations



City Consultations





Urban Greening Plan 
Toolkit

• Support cities in the 
implementation of the Urban 
Greening Plans

• Structured around the phases 
and steps

• Tools ranging from EU level 
data to citizen-led initiatives

• Each tool includes an overview, 
‘how to use’ and ‘alternatives’



Preparation



Step 3: establish a co-
creation process

What is the tool in a nutshell?
A two-part guide to creating a co-creation process; 
Part I focuses on understanding the importance of 
co-creation, identifying and mapping stakeholders, 
involving them in the process, and monitoring the 
co-creation process; Part II goes further into details 
with a 16-step guide with tools, templates and 
activities.

What other steps would this tool be useful for?
● Co-creation process is carried out throughout 

the development of the Urban Greening Plan
● Especially useful in final steps, establishing a 

monitoring, reporting and evaluation system as 
this Part II provides guidance on co-monitoring 
and co-implementation.

Tool: CLEVER Cities Guidance on co-creating 
nature-based solutions



Action Planning



What is the tool in a nutshell?
The Copernicus Land Monitoring Service provides satellite data 
through the Urban Atlas with comparable information on land 
use and land cover across Functional Urban Areas. 

How can it be used? 
There are many handy tools within this overarching service that 
can be used to analyse the state of nature within a city. The 
Urban Atlas provides pan-European comparable land cover and 
land use data covering a number of Functional Urban Areas 
(FUA). In 2012, an additional layer (Street Tree Layer - STL) was 
produced providing an overview of trees along roads, in parks 
and gardens. 

Step 5: analyse state of 
current nature and 
biodiversity
Tool: Copernicus land monitoring service Urban Atlas



Step 6. Indicators and targets

What is the tool in a nutshell?
The City Biodiversity Index is a self-assessment tool for cities to 
evaluate and monitor the progress of their biodiversity conservation 
efforts through a profile of the city and 28 indicators that measure 
native biodiversity, ecosystem services provided by biodiversity, and 
governance and management of biodiversity.

How can it be used? 
The CBI includes indicators such as  the change in number of native 
bird species, proportion of invasive alien species, accessibility to parks, 
and connectivity measures as well as budget allocated to biodiversity, 
imperviousness and number of biodiversity projects implemented in the 
city. Each indicator is assigned a scoring range between zero and four 
points, with a maximum score of 112 points. Cities will have to conduct 
a baseline scoring in the first application of the SI and conduct 
subsequent application every 3 – 5 years to allow sufficient time 
between applications for the results of biodiversity conservation efforts to 

materialise. 

Tool: City Biodiversity Index
Also known as the Singapore Biodiversity Index



Implementation & 
Monitoring



Step 9. establish a monitoring, 
reporting and evaluation system

What is the tool in a nutshell?
The Guidebook provides a step-by-step guide to reflexive 
monitoring, an evaluation method that gives urban 
practitioners insight into the progress of their project in real 
time. It encourages proactive problem solving by addressing 
barriers and challenges as they arise, requiring participants to 
rethink the way they approach their task.

How can it be used? 
This reflexive approach can be used to monitor and adapt the 
UGP according to changing circumstances, ensuring it is as 
effective as possible. Practically speaking, reflexive monitoring 
could be brought into the UGP development in the first phases 
in the creation of a working structure (step 2). In this initial 
step, reflexive monitoring could be discussed with colleagues 
as a method for developing an UGP that continually adapts to 
changing circumstances. During this step, cities can explore 
the purpose, benefits and process of reflexive monitoring and 
determine who will be responsible for the process.

Tool: Connecting Nature Reflexive Monitoring Guidebook



Registered users can:

● Submit a case study
● Submit a resource
● Submit an event
● Receive bi-annual 

newsletter
● Join a hub



Resources
Urban Greening Platform

NBS Hubs

Nature Based Solutions Made Easy – brochure

Policy brief: the proposed nature restoration law: what role for 

cities and regions?

Policy brief: integrating NBS in education to unlock 

transformative learning for sustainability 

Design Briefs: Biodiversity-positive Design in Urban Areas 

with NBS:

• Biodiversity Positive Design in Urban Areas

• Wildlife-friendly Areas, Conservation Sites, the Public Realm

• Mobility Network, Green associated with Buildings, Vacant 

Plots, Brownfields

Factsheets and knowledge briefs
www.networknature.eu

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/urban-environment/urban-greening-platform_en
https://networknature.eu/nbs-hubs
https://networknature.eu/product/29352
https://networknature.eu/nbs-resources?mefibs-form-search-combine=proposed+eu+nature+restoration+law&mefibs-form-search-mefibs_block_id=search
https://networknature.eu/product/29478
https://networknature.eu/product/29462
https://networknature.eu/product/29463
https://networknature.eu/product/29464
https://networknature.eu/networknature/nature-based-solutions
http://www.networknature.eu/


THANK  YOU!
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© ICLEI Europe
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The ICLEI European Secretariat is based in 
Freiburg (Germany) with offices in 
Brussels (Belgium) and Berlin (Germany). 

@ICLEI_Europeiclei-europe.org ICLEI_Europe @ICLEI_Europe

Anna Bruen

Senior Officer for Biodiversity and 
Sustainable Food Systems

Anna.bruen@iclei.org 

ICLEI EUROPE

https://twitter.com/iclei
http://www.iclei.org/
https://twitter.com/iclei
https://twitter.com/iclei


The sole responsibility for any error or omissions lies with the editor. The 
content does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Commission. 
The European Commission is also not responsible for any use that may be 
made of the information contained herein.

This project has received funding from the European Union's 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 
agreement No. 887396.

Networknature.eu

hello@networknature.eu

NetworkNatureEU 

NetworkNature 

NetworkNature

Pooling resources for the 
nature-based solutions 
community



What next? Where to start?

Summary of resources directed to NBE and companies interested in NBS

• Networking platforms

▪ Help NBE to connect with partners across their value chains, stay up to date and to make 
their voice heard

▪ Connecting Nature Enterprise Platform (Project Connecting Nature)

▪ EdiCitNet Marketplace (Project Edible Cities Network)

▪ European Rewilding Network (Rewilding Europe)

• Funding opportunities

▪ Different financial instruments facilitate the start-up and scale-up of NBE

▪ Grants from EU programmes such as Horizon Europe, LIFE programme, COST Actions or the 
European Regional Development Fund

▪ Loans, guarantees and equity from EU institutions such as the European Investment Bank

▪ Crowdfunding through the Nature Solutions Platform (Project REGREEN)


